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The comments and opinions in this presentation do not 
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Objectives (45 minutes)

 Create a forum today for idea’s and input from the 

attendee’s

 Discuss how to best put into effect the current 

industry and government guidance or requirements

 Demonstrate Personal Protection Equipment

 Discuss Field Applications, PPE and Site specific 

considerations



Breakout Sessions

 Another Breakout session is ongoing and will be 

repeated on Wed. at 10:45 to 11:30 

 SPF Workplace Best Practices and PPE Use by Bill 

Robert, Mary Bogdan and Rick Duncan

 This session will also be important to attend as it 

provides important information about written 

documents such as posters and guidelines and will 

build upon what we will talk about today



Ground Rules for Today's Session

 There is no compromise to what is now being presented 
as “industry best practices”

 The only exception to the above may be a site specific 
certified industrial hygienists air quality monitoring and 
evaluation that could allow changes to the “industry 
best practices” that can be made without sacrifice to 
safety

 We do not want to hear today- - “we do not need to 
follow respirator requirements, because. . . 

 To provide open and free conversation today, we have 
requested that our EPA lead Government Group not 
attend this presentation



Idea’s and Discussion



Audience Participation

 We would like input from you today!

 Please suggest idea’s that you have to offer that 

will provide safer SPF applications done by 

professional applicators as well as DIY type SPF 

applications

 We do not know all the answers to the questions, 

but are working on getting them answered and best 

practices established



Error towards the conservative..

 Thus far, our industry participants have put together 

information that we believe will provide for safe 

SPF applications

 With increased data, research and information our 

industry will be able to further define or change the 

basic information created so far

 Our industry goal must be for safer processing of 

products, worker safety and the safest finished 

product we can make



Change!

 If you like this term or not, we are in for a change in 

the way we as a industry have been doing SPF 

applications

 Within the industry there are various levels of 

competency and understanding of the health risks

 This makes it a very complex task to get all of the 

variables identified and proper guidance 

documented and communicated.



Plan for Implementation



Real Simple Concept!

 Find a way to establish increased safety

 Communicate it to all so that it is known, understood 
and practiced

 Conduct research where needed to discover lacking 
information so guidance can be provided

 Complete SPF applications without doing harm to 
workers, occupants or our environment

 Know without a doubt that safe SPF applications 
can be done for each and every job using SPF 
materials



Personal Protection Demonstration



Resources (Paperwork Review)

 Product that is to be 

installed, Material Safety 

Data Sheet (MSDS)

 Product Technical Data 

Sheet (TDS)

 Product application 

instructions

 SPF industry guidance and 

regulatory requirements

MSDS

TDS

INST

SPFA
NRCA
ICAA
GOVT



Review the Scope of Work

 Develop a possible hazard 

list that is a possibility for 

each worker task that will 

be needed to complete the 

job

 This hazard analysis list 

should be used to make 

sure only properly trained 

and qualified workers are 

assigned the task for the 

job completion

Task:  Spray foam on interior of home

Risks:  Chemical Hazard from foam

compounds

Fall Protection through ceiling

Electrical Shock Potential

High Pressure Equipment



SPF Interior Application Industry Guidelines

 Review who will be 
assigned the job

 Do they have all the 
skill training and 
necessary requirements 
to be able to safely do 
the work?

 Do they have all the 
necessary PPE and 
training to do the job?



Demonstration

 A good start is to put 

into place how you are 

going to keep SPF and 

other materials off your 

skin

 Protective clothing such 

as coveralls, gloves, 

boots, respirator, 

goggles may be 

needed



Demonstration

 Dress up the volunteer 

showing the proper 

PPE required and 

several important 

aspects of the 

necessary protection

Note: Solvent can with collection 

container for excess solvent located 

on the floor.  You can not just squirt 

solvent and not reclaim it!



Respirator Requirement

 We need to ensure that SPF 

or other materials do not 

enter though our eyes, nose 

or mouth whether in liquid 

or mist form

 Understand not all SPF 

applications are the same!

Ä High Pressure Heated

Ä Low Pressure Cold

High Pressure, Heated

Low Pressure, Cold



Materials and Equipment 

 A whole host of 

auxiliary equipment 

along with other 

materials used in 

conjunction with SPF 

compounds

 A list should be made 

and workers trained 

and listed as to who 

can operate

Liquids

Spray Rigs 

With 

Various 

Pieces of 

Equipment



Skills

 Does the worker have the skills for the job?

 Is there a language barrier?

 If they do not have the skills, can they be obtained 

before the job start?

 What is the worker back up plan if one does not 

show up, who fills in, are they trained, or does the 

job stop?



Would you like Industry Programs to 

Help with This for SPFA Members?

 Application (Spray Insulation to a New Home)

 Hazard Analysis

 Skills Needed for Listed Tasks

 Necessary PPE list/Chart

 Industry Created Job Checklist

 Possible Training Program based upon specific 

application



The Concept

 One industry book 

would contain all the 

necessary items needed 

for SPF applications to 

insulate a new 

construction residential 

home

 What do you think 

about this concept?



Field Applications



What Type of Application?

 Interior

 Exterior

 Will I be alone on the 

job?

 Will the materials have 

time to cure?

 What special concerns 

do I need to address?



Field Applications

 We need to analyze the job in a manner that we think 
up front of all the safety issues.

ÄWhat about spraying foam at a home for the elderly?

ÄWhat about installations at buildings that house kids such as 
day care centers or schools

ÄWhat about applications where people with asthma or 
chemical sensitivity syndrome will be around the SPF?

 The basic policy is Do No Harm!

ÄWe need to use our expertise to inform, advise and 
communicate possibilities before the application is done 
which may cause harm.



Summary

 Remember that application types, procedures and 

those involved may present many variables

 We are working to get the industry documents 

created/updated

 Remember, we have to make safety a habit for 

every day SPF activities!

 If you are interested in helping, we need it!

Jim Andersen, BASF Polyurethane Foam Enterprises LLC

Manager-Applications and Training jim.andersen@basf.com


