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BCAP ïBuilding Codes Assistance Project

ÅNon-profit advocacy group based in D.C.
since 1994

ÅA joint project of the Alliance to Save Energy, the National 
Resource Defense Council, and the
American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy

ÅProvide resources, education & advocacy assistance for the 
adoption, implementation, & advancement of effective 
energy codes on behalf of US Department of Energy



Impact of Buildings
Å Building energy consumption is 

almost 40% of total energy 

use in the US

~65.2% of total U.S. electricity 
consumption

Å Buildings are the nationôs largest 
source of global warming pollution

Responsible for 40% of CO2
emissions

The average home emits twice
as much ghg as the average car

In 2006, 2.3 million housing units
permitted in US (NAHB)

ÅEnergy prices continue to increase



VALUE of Energy Codes

Affects ALL new buildings
By 2010: 

Å Almost 5 million new housing units 

Å Over 233 billion sq feet commercial floor space

By 2020: 

Å 23.4 million new housing units

Å Over 1 trillion sq feet commercial floor space

By 2030: 

Å Over 41 million new housing units

Å Over 2 trillion sq feet commercial floor space
Source: EIA, Annual Energy Outlook 2008



Buildings are critical in addressing 

energy and climate

Efficient buildings
ïReduce stress on power grid 

and natural gas supplies

ïImprove air quality and public 
health

ïAvoid global warming

ïSave consumers money 

ïReduce foreign oil 

dependency



IECC part of the International Family of 

Codes

IECC: A Required 

Minimum Level of 

Energy Efficiency In 

New Residential 

and Commercial 

Construction

Coordinated family of

International Codes


